Bone Resorption Activity in Mature Osteoclasts.
Bone homeostasis depends on balanced bone deposition and bone resorption, which are mediated by osteoblasts and osteoclasts, respectively. As one therapeutic strategy, the blockage of osteoclast activity reduces subsequent bone erosion. Morphological analysis of bone resorption pits formed by osteoclasts by using scanning electron microscope is an effective method for understanding rheumatoid arthritis. Here we describe methods for observing surface microstructure of pits formed by osteoclasts on hard tissue sections.